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Historical Background

I  - Chronology of events

1991 : The United Nations’ Principles for Older Persons (Resolution 46/91) are
established and give the conceptual basis for the establishment of GINA

 maintenance of independence and autonomy;
 integration and participation in a society for all ages;
 human rights and dignity for all;
 highest possible level of physical, mental and spiritual well-being.

1996 : Launching of GINA for the celebration of the International Day of Older Persons
(1 October 1996) in Geneva in accordance with the 1991 UN Resolution.

1999 : UN International Year of Older Persons
2002 : UN 2nd Assembly on Ageing, Madrid - Spain



Objectives

 networking

 information exchange

 coordination of action and information

 setting up of panels/symposia/workshops
 raising public awareness
 organization of special events :
· - International Day of the Older Persons: 1 October (every year)

· - International Year of the Older Persons: 1999

- UN Assembly on Ageing : April 2002 and Euro Assembly : September 2002



Structure

Coordination : WHO

Coordination : Swiss 
Programme on AgeingCoordination : AARP

Executive Committee : 
WHO-AARP-Swiss-

AIUTA- IFSW



Who is in GINA?
International, national and local expertise on ageing

American Association of Retired Persons (AARP)
Benevolus international
Conseil des Anciens en Ville de Genève
EURAG Switzerland and Europe
Federation of American Women's Clubs Overseas 
(FAWCO)
Association of Former International Civil Servants 
(AFICS)
Geneva University Hospitals, Department of Geriatrics 
(IUG)
Gerontological Economic Research Organization (GERO)
Institut d'Etudes Sociales, Genève (IES)
Institut Universitaire d'Etudes du Développement (IUED)
International Association of Universities of the Third Age 
(IAUTA)
International Centre for Migration and Health
International Co-operative Alliance
International Council of Arabic Women (ICAW)
International Council of Catholic Women (ICCW)
International Council of Jewish Women (ICJW)
International Council of Nurses (ICN)
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies
International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW)
International Labour Office (ILO)
International Organization for Migration (IOM)
International Psychogeriatric Association (IPA)

International Social Security Association (ISSA)
Medical Commission of Churches
Pro Senectute
Rotary International
Staff Union of the ILO, Section of Former
Officials
Swiss Research Programme on Ageing (PNR32)
Swiss Research Programme on Migration
(PNR39)
Swiss Society of Gerontology (SSG)
The Geneva Association
UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)
UNDP International Initiative Against Avoidable
Disability (IMPACT)
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR)
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)
University of Third Age of Geneva (UNI3)
World Council of Churches
World Federation for Mental Health
World Federation of Methodist Women (WFMW)
World Health Organization (WHO)
Zonta International,



A Decade of Events

 Yearly International Day of Older Persons – 1 October :
1996 launching of GINA with a panel on 'Successful Ageing' 
1997 organizing of a 2 days event with the Geneva State Council on the theme "Young and Old" –

an international conference day and a local walk event  on the lake side parallel to Rio de Janeiro walk event

1998 special 3 days event for the opening of the UN International Year of Older Persons: 
1 October: International panel at the United Nation in Geneva and duplex with Paris 
2 October:  panel at University of 3rd Age with leaders of Elderly's and Youth Parliament
3 October: walk event in the Geneva Old Town followed by a ball

24-25 Nov.: Seminars, symposia and workshops : ie International Seminar: 
"Investing in productive ageing: the future of pensions and of retirement" organized by the Geneva Association

1999 UN International Year of Older Persons 
World Health Day on Healthy Ageing : 7 April 1999
1 October : conference on “Secrets of Longevity: from animal to Man”
2 October:  UN Open House for All Cultures and All Ages with the "Global Embrace“   

World wide celebration of WHO to promote active ageing

2002 2nd UN Assembly on Ageing, Madrid, Spain
Valencia Forum – scientific Forum on Ageing – 1-4 April
NGO Forum on Ageing  4-10 April
Assembly  on Ageing   8-10 April
European Assembly on Ageing   Berlin September



A Decade of GINA Events at the UN & Geneva
For the International Day of Older Persons – 1 October

2003 “Personnes âgées: Force nouvelle pour le développement” - “Older Persons: New Force for Development”

2004  “Les Principes d’efficience d’être grands-parents” - “The Principles of effective grand-parenting” 

2005 “Sécurité Sociale :  à la Croisée des Chemins…“ - “Social Security at the Crossroads” 

2006 “Vieillir Ailleurs: Quels Défis?” - “Challenges of Ageing in a Foreign Land”

2007 “Villes Amies des Aînés” - “Age-Friendly Cities”

2008 “Cultures et Religions pour tous les Âges” - “Cultures & Religions for All Ages”

2009 “Insécurité Sociale…” - “Social Insecurity…” 

2010 “Long Life Development for Older Persons: How are We Advancing with UN Global Strategies?” 

2011 “Vieillir Ailleurs: Quels Défis?” - “Challenges of Ageing in a Foreign Land”

2012 “UN Social Forum: Older People-centered Development and Globalization: Rights of Older Persons”

2013 “Longévité et Santé Globale: une Priorité Future” - “Longevity and Global Health: a Future Priority”

2014 “Une Société pour tous les Ages ” « Leave no One Behind: A Society for All Ages »



A Decade of Events
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“Older Persons: a New Force for Development”

2004   “Les Principes d’efficience d’être grands-parents”
“The Principles of effective grand-parenting” 
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Extracts from 
GINA Souvenirs Book



Inauguration de GINA

Geneva International 

Network on Ageing

1996
Journées internationales 

des personnes âgées



1997 
Journées internationales 

des personnes âgées

Pour la promotion 
d’un vieillissement 
actif:

- journée conférence

- journée marche OMS



1997
Journées internationales 

des personnes âgées

Pour la promotion 
d’un vieillissement actif:

- journée conférence

- journée marche OMS



LA PRESSE:
Avant l’événement …
Au niveau international



LA PRESSE:Avant l’événement … l’Info…



LA PRESSE:
Avant l’événement …
Au niveau cantonal/local



LA PRESSE: 
Après l’événement ….



1998
Journées internationales 

des personnes âgées

Pour la promotion 
d’un vieillissement actif:

- journée conférence

- journée marche OMS



1999
Journées et année internationale des 

personnes âgées & Journée Portes Ouvertes 
ONU



1999 : Journées et année internationale des personnes 
âgées & Journée Portes Ouvertes ONU



Une marche…
De la musique… Des panels…




